Lorenzo
Lorenzo has severe head tilt.  He was abandoned with 16 other rabbits by a 19 yr old girl who was "rescuing" rabbits.  Apparently she had a drug problem and left home one day, and left the rabbits in her family’s garage to fend for themselves.  The girl's family was going to euthanize Lorenzo, so I took him home.
Lorenzo is currently undergoing aggressive ear treatment since both ears are badly infected.  We’re convinced that his feisty personality is what’s keeping him fighting this horrible infection.  He was put under anesthesia twice to clean/debride abscesses deep inside both ears.  A few days after the very first ear cleaning, Lorenzo was able to stand, whereas he could not before.  
More recently, Lorenzo underwent a complicated and costly surgical procedure called a bulla osteotomy to remove more infected tissue and debris from the middle ear.  It is his only hope of achieving a near-normal quality of life.  We are hoping that the surgery, along with follow-up treatment, will enable him to stand at will and to someday walk and hop.  As long as he continues to receive treatment, Lorenzo will remain a Sanctuary rabbit.
Lorenzo’s treatment is similar to Calvin’s (see below), which will require long-term use of medications and possibly ongoing surgeries and ear flushings.  This means several trips to the vet.
Lorenzo is roughly 8 yrs old and currently lives in a 25”x16”x15” cage with a top-opening lid.  The cage is lined with towels and fleece.


Calvin
When Calvin arrived at my house a year ago from a shelter, he was rolling uncontrollably and his head was severely tilted.  His body was contorted and twisted, and he rolled continuously in one direction for several hours.  When he was upright, his head tilted greater than 90 degrees to the left – nearly upside down.
We set him up in a 25”x16”x15” cage with a top-opening lid.  To keep him from rolling, we wedged him in tightly and securely by placing a tall-sided litter box inside the cage.  We lined it with towels, then added a layer of fleece fabric over the towels to wick away moisture.  We kept him propped upright on all fours by placing rolled-up towels all around him to keep him from rolling uncontrollably and hurting himself.  He spent the first two months living this way, occasionally coming out for exercise.  Many times he needed bathing (a major challenge) since he was rolling around in his urine and feces for much of the day.  There was no room for him to move in the pod, so we took him out twice a day for exercise, for at least an hour at a time, holding a hand on his back end while he hopped in order to prevent him from falling over and rolling.  We built him a special exercise area.  For flooring, we put down 3 long rubber-backed rugs, forming a 5’ x 5’ square.  We then covered the area with a washable fleece blanket and padded the perimeter with window-seat cushions and old pillows propped up against a low exercise pen.
After six months of treatment, Calvin was moved to a new, larger padded pen area, where he can now run around 24 hours a day, unattended.  He does an occasional roll when he’s excited about something, but for the most part he acts like the other bunnies.  He even has a cardboard tunnel to run through, but instead of a round tube, it’s square.  He shows off by zipping through it repeatedly while running his track, and he can now run very fast. 
We never held the expectation that Calvin’s head and neck would be perfectly straight, but instead, what we hoped for was for him to be left unattended without rolling.  That is now the case.  He squirms and twists when we try to hold him, so we rarely pick him up.  Instead, we sit on the floor with him to snuggle.  He nestles up close to us, gives us kisses, nudges for pets, and generally wants to be with us as much as possible.  He is currently free of any ear issues, thanks to all of the medical care he was able to receive through the Sanctuary Sponsorship program!  He will continue to have vet checkups every few months.


Malcolm
Malcolm was abandoned in a wooded area and found by 2 good Samaritans roughly four years ago.  His back legs are deformed due (most likely) to a genetic defect, but he can still run and hop.  He has use of both back legs.  Because he can’t completely stand up, his back end is always in contact with the floor and as a result, he frequently gets a messy bottom, requiring a bath about once a week.
Since he can’t use his back legs to clean out his ears, Malcolm gets chronic ear infections.  He is now on a regular maintenance program of ear flushings and medications to control and prevent any future ear infections.


Emma
We jokingly refer to Emma as our “bipolar” Sanctuary rabbit.  She is moody and can scare people (including us) with her batting, grunting, lunging and occasion biting.  We are only able to give her pets on her nose, usually first thing in the morning, and she will not let us touch her anywhere else on her body.  Emma is unusually territorial and makes her displeasure known if we try to enter her large pen area.
Another odd thing about Emma is that she loves to be around people, especially kids – as long as you don’t touch her.  She typically bounds out of her pen to greet house guests.  Many times she will plop herself in front of the fireplace when people are sitting in the family room or kitchen talking.  She loves to run, dance, leap, and flop.
Emma is otherwise very healthy.  Although she has no current medical expenses, she does need a steady supply of hay, fresh greens, pellets, and an occasional visit to the vet.

